[Negative pressure pulmonary edema. Post-obstructive lung edema after use of a laryngeal mask].
A 31-year-old male patient was scheduled for surgical treatment of a distal radius fracture under general anaesthesia using a laryngeal mask airway and spontaneous ventilation. The intraoperative course was uneventful. During recovery, the patient strongly bit the laryngeal mask, producing a complete obstruction of the artificial airway in combination with very forceful inspiratory efforts until the mask was removed. In the recovery room the patient developed dyspnea and desaturation. A portable chest radiograph demonstrated bilateral alveolar infiltration suggesting pulmonary edema. The patient was transferred to the intensive care unit where drug therapy (furosemide and hydrocortisone) and treatment with the continuous flow continuous positive airway pressure (CF-CPAP) system led to complete recovery within 24 h.